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Regions Sabotages Parliamentary Process 

The Central Election Commission (CEC) has now registered 279 out of 450 deputies in  

preparation for the first sitting of Ukraine’s parliament, following the parliamentary election which 

took place on 30 September. While the CEC completes its job, the Party of Regions appears to 

be doing its utmost to derail preparations for the sixth convocation of the Verkhovna Rada. 

   Last Tuesday Mr Yanukovych’s party failed to turn up to a meeting of the parliamentary  

working group, which is designed to iron out issues and prepare the ground ahead of the  

parliament’s first sitting. Each party is entitled to one representative for every 15 deputies they  

will have in the new Verkhovna Rada. Twelve seats 

out of the 30 places are available to the Party of 

Regions compared with 15 for the coalition force of 

the Bloc of Yulia Tymoshenko (BYuT) and the pro-

presidential Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defence 

(OU-PSD) bloc. 

   So why is the Party of Regions apparently intent on 

delaying the establishment of the new Verkhovna 

Rada? 

   Some have speculated that Mr Yanukovych’s 

party is trying desperately to spin out time in order to 

negotiate concessions from the Orange camp. 

These would ensure that the departing officials  

maximise what has been described as “informal 

severance packages.”  

   Tammy Lynch, a Senior Fellow at The Institute for 

the Study of Conflict, Ideology & Policy at Boston 

University, noted, “It is no secret in Ukraine that out-

going governments and/or ministers routinely  

receive (or create) “deals” involving property or other financial bonuses from the state.  More 

time likely equals more deals – and a larger budget deficit for the new government.” 

   Another interpretation is that it is a none-too-subtle attempt to pressurise the nascent Orange 

coalition and cause division.  

   Writing for Zerkalo Nedeli, Yulia Mostovaya suggested, “The Party of Regions is developing  

action plans for all possible scenarios: from working in the parliamentary opposition to joining the 

coalition, with BYuT in the opposition. They are also preparing for the scenario whereby the  

parliamentary speaker and presidium are elected but the premier voting is hung up.” 

Issue 53, 12 November 2007  www.ibyut.com 

 Ukraine’s parliament building. The Party of 

Regions appears to be using stalling tactics, 

such as not registering its deputies and boy-

cotting the parliamentary working group, in a 

bid to delay the Verkhovna Rada from sitting. 

 

 

 



   Oleksandr Turchynov, BYuT deputy chairman, said, “All along we have shown our commitment 

to the democratic process and made every effort to move things along in a smooth and straight 

forward fashion. Our bloc was the first to register all its deputies with the CEC; we were first to put 

all 156 deputy signatures to the coalition agreement and the first to take up our quota in the  

parliamentary working group. We believe this nation 

should not wait a minute longer than it has to for a  

responsible, accountable government.” 

   Notwithstanding the delays, BYuT continues to court 

the Lytvyn bloc, which is playing a cautious game, 

aware of the disproportionate influence that its 20 

seats will have on a government determined to push 

through bold reforms. According to press reports, the 

bloc has indicated its readiness to vote for the  

candidacy of Yulia Tymoshenko for the post of Prime Minister, provided that its 

policies are taken into account. 

   Meanwhile, if the next meeting of the parliamentary working group,  

scheduled for today, goes ahead according to plan, the first session of the 

Verkhovna Rada will be within the next 10 days. 

   “The longer the Party of Regions stalls and behaves in an anti-constitutional manner, the more it 

will lose the support and confidence of the people,” said Yulia Tymoshenko, the Leader of the  

Opposition, “its fate is in its own hands.” 

 

According to Ukraine’s Economics Ministry, talks with the Republic of Vietnam over Ukraine’s  

accession to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) have been concluded, leaving only Kyrgyzstan 

barring the way to Ukraine joining the global body that is responsible for more than 90 percent of 

the world’s international trade. But progress to joining this club of 151 top trading nations has 

been painfully slow. Questions remain why Ukraine has dragged its feet and who has gained 

from the sloth-paced passage of legislation? 

   Few will dispute that, in the long-term, Ukraine’s economy can only 

benefit by joining the WTO. Accession will open up markets and  

investment and is seen as a prerequisite to fulfilling the nation’s  

aspirations to join the European Union.  

    Vladimir Dubrovskiy, of the CASE Ukraine Centre for Social and 

Economic Research, noted that accession “would raise competitive-

ness.” Echoing this statement, Volodymyr Khandohii, First Deputy  

Foreign Minister, said, “We believe that the long-term character of the positive is much greater 

than local negatives.” 

   So if world opinion concludes that joining the WTO will help Ukraine pull itself up by its boot-

straps, why has the government so assiduously missed deadline after deadline?   

   According to Volodymyr Baluta, Ukraine’s representative at the WTO’s Geneva headquarters, 

the earliest Ukraine could join is the autumn of 2008. To even achieve this deadline requires a 

report that grants approval which would need to be concluded in November 2007. Following   
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this would be a vote by a WTO general meeting in February, 2008. Then in June 2008, Ukraine 

would complete the final preparations. “And if in early fall the council ratifies the agreement on 

Ukraine joining the World Trade Organisation, Ukraine will become a member in 30 days," said  

Mr Baluta.  

A National Priority 

   Back in 2005 Yulia Tymoshenko, as prime minister, made Ukraine’s accession to the WTO a  

national priority. Although she was only in office for 7-months, her administration paved the way 

for membership by passing a raft of vital legislation including difficult bills on intellectual property 

rights. If she had remained in power Ukraine almost certainly would be a member by now. 

   But the pace of reform visibly slowed under the Yanukovych administration. In the summer of 

2006, Mykola Azarov, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, indicated an apparent 

indifference by saying that membership did not have to go ahead promptly. Weeks later, during 

a trip to Brussels, Mr Yanukovych said that he would refuse to bend to EU pressure to join the WTO 

but would protect Ukraine’s national interests.  

   It is widely believed that Mr Yanukovych was referring to a handful of powerful businessmen 

who lobbied successfully for the brakes to be applied.  

   In August 2006, Mr Yanukovych said that while Ukraine was committed to joining, there may be 

delays to ensure membership conditions meet producers’ needs. Was this an oblique reference 

to monopolistic forces hell-bent on controlling their markets?   

   In the past it was plausible to argue that certain 

Ukrainian businesses needed time to wean  

themselves off outmoded, energy inefficient 

manufacturing processes. Bringing their businesses 

up to scratch would enable them to compete on 

a level playing field. But surely they have had  

sufficient time to prepare. Those oligarchs who 

have enjoyed a captive market and revelled in 

artificially high domestic prices have done so at 

the cost of ordinary people and free market  

principles. 

   This theme was picked up by John Marone, a 

Kyiv Post staff journalist, who suggested, “The  

motivation of Ukrainian businessmen with influence 

if not seats in parliament to keep out foreign  

competition should not be underestimated. One 

need only do a quick cost comparison of what 

consumers are forced to pay in the Ukrainian capital for food, clothing, mobile communications, 

etc. in order to guess what kind of profits are at risk from a freer market.” 

   “The fact is that Soviet-style protectionism cannot work in today’s global economy,” said  

Hryhoriy Nemyria, BYuT deputy chairman and Ms Tymoshenko’s foreign affairs adviser. 

“Protecting inefficient industry and jobs have been excuses for our oligarch clans for too long, 

but import-export restrictions and high custom tariffs serve only to raise the price of goods, restrict 

choice and ultimately damage job prospects.   
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   “It’s vital we change the agenda by attracting investment and equipping our industry to  

compete on a level playing field. That is the best way to protect jobs,” said Mr Nemyria. 

   Clearly, a Tymoshenko-led government will put WTO accession on the fast-track. Despite this, 

the earliest membership can be achieved is the autumn of 2008. Even in the unlikely event that 

the current dispute with Krygystan (over Ukraine’s alleged non-payment of $25 million dating 

from the Soviet era) is not resolved in time, the new government will press for admission, which 

technically can be granted without a bilateral protocol. 

   “One thing is sure,” said Mr Nemyria, “a Tymoshenko-led government will move heaven and 

earth to get Ukraine into the WTO – it makes good economic sense.” 

 

Yulia Tymoshenko, Leader of the Opposition and of her 

eponymous bloc, congratulated the new Polish prime  

minister, praising the democratic process in Poland which 

brought about a swift transition to a new coalition govern-

ment. The snap Polish parliamentary election was held on 

21 October, but, unlike its southern neighbour, it took less 

than a week to conclude matters and form a governing 

coalition.  

   Ms Tymoshenko urged the Party of Regions, Communist 

Party and Lytvyn Block to heed Poland’s example of how to conduct a post-election process 

and form a government. 

   Ms Tymoshenko sent letters expressing her best wishes to the new prime minister, Donald Tusk, 

the newly elected parliamentary speaker Bronislaw Komorowski and Bogdan Borusewicz, a non-

partisan who was re-elected as the senate’s speaker. The prime minister’s party is the Civic 

Platform, which pursues centre right policies and is a member of the European People’s Party 

(EPP) – Europe’s largest pan-national centre-right party. Ms Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna Party is 

in the process of becoming an observer member of the EPP. 
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