
 

Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko has ruled out any notion that she will resign on her own initiative. 

The premier made this clear on the TRK Ukrayina TV channel when commenting on the political 

tension that exists between the Cabinet of Ministers and the office of President Viktor Yushchenko.  

   Ms Tymoshenko made the 

point to scotch rumours that she 

was about to resign. “There are 

accusations going around that 

Tymoshenko is looking for the 

perfect moment to find an  

excuse, slam the door and 

leave… I will never allow myself 

to do this. I will continue to carry 

the responsibility of govern-

ment,” said the premier.  

   Speculation over the resigna-

tion of the premier and dismissal 

of the government is rife given the rift between the president’s secretariat and the Cabinet of  

Ministers.  

   For months, the president has criticised his coalition partner at every turn, pouring scorn on her 

policy to repay Soviet-era lost bank savings while thwarting privatisation plans which would pay 

for the scheme. He has publicly lambasted 

her for the state of the economy, blaming 

her for the country’s inflation rate, which 

nearly topped 30 percent, while he blocks 

badly needed anti-inflation laws and 

budget revisions. According to Ms Tymoshenko, some 40 anti-inflation measures have been 

blocked by his office. 

   The respected economist Anders Aslund, was reported in The Economist as saying that  

Mr Yushchenko “seems more interested in harming [Ms Tymoshenko] politically than in capping 

inflation.”  

   The conflict reached farce when the president threw his weight behind the Texan oil company, 

Vanco, which had its hydrocarbon production sharing agreement and license revoked by the 

government. Then last Friday, a letter from the president was sent to the premier concerning a six-

week delay in developing the Olympic stadium as one of the venues for the 2012 UEFA Soccer 

tournament. Will Ukraine’s late preparedness for the tournament be the next issue to be laid at  

Ms Tymoshenko’s door? 
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than in capping inflation.”  

 

    Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko answers questions on the TRK  
Ukrayina TV show ’Duel.’ 

 



   A constant stream of instructions and requests from the president has deluged the premier’s 

office. During the first 100 days of work the government received 800 instructions. “This amounted 

to more than eight per day, or one every working hour,” said Hryhoriy Nemyria, Deputy Prime 

Minister, “it was an effort to stifle the premier’s office with bureaucracy and far exceeded the  

modest demands he made on the Yanukovych-government.” 

   Most observers believe the animosity is because the  

president fears Ms Tymoshenko’s popularity. He sees her as his 

rival in the 2010 presidential election and is black-painting her 

as a way to lower her ratings. Yet Ms Tymoshenko has repeat-

edly asserted that she has no plans to run for the presidency 

and wants only to focus on instituting an effective govern-

ment. “I’m not thinking about future elections, because I’m 

thinking about how to fulfil my obligations,” she said. 

   “The president is playing a dangerous game,” speculated a 

financial analyst based in Kyiv, “the more this soap opera 

plays out in public, the more disillusioned the electorate is  

becoming with the Orange team. At this rate the president is 

sweeping the path clear for Yanukovych to seize what was 

denied him in 2004. It is damaging both of them. He should look 

to the recent Kyiv election as evidence of what happens when the house is divided.” 

Lutsenko and Zhvania in the Frame 

   The president has also turned on those within his Our Ukraine – People’s Self- Defence bloc who 

are sympathetic to the prime minister. In a style more reminiscent of 

the Soviet-era, the Ukrainian Prosecutor General’s Office has 

launched criminal cases against Yuriy Lutsenko, Minister of the Interior 

and leader of the People’s Self-Defence bloc, and Davyd Zhvania, 

the bloc’s financial backer. Both Lutsenko and Zhvania have  

accused Mr Yushchenko of political persecution. 

   According to Mr Zhvania the two are being punished for failing to 

have the People’s Self-Defence faction support a plot to expel the 

Bloc of Yulia Tymoshenko (BYuT) from the democratic coalition and 

replace it with the Party of Regions. The plot would have seen  

Ms Tymoshenko’s removal and Viktor Baloha, head of the president’s 

secretariat, installed as prime minister. 

   The charges levelled at Lutsenko and Zhvania appear to be flimsy and centre around the  

unofficial use of government aircraft to fly their families. 

   “Framing up criminal cases cannot be accepted as a political tool, no matter how the  

secretariat may dislike what Lutsenko is saying about Baloha or Yushchenko,” said Our Ukraine  

lawmaker, Taras Stetskiv. 

   Speaking on TRK Ukrayina, Ms Tymoshenko addressed the recent power split. “Today there are 

two more governments above the Cabinet of Ministers, one of them is the National Security  

Defence Council and the other is the Presidential Secretariat,” she said  

   Ms Tymoshenko ruled out BYuT joining a grand-coalition with the Party of Regions. 

   Yulia Tymoshenko says she will 
not resign on her own initiative.  

 

   Yuriy Lutsensko, the 
popular leader of OU-PSD 
was instrumental in forging 
the democratic coalition 
with BYuT. He now faces 
the threat of prosecution. 

 



The controversial Leonid Chernovetsky won Kyiv’s mayoral election after a bitterly fought contest 

marked by numerous underhand tactics. Mr Chernovetsky gained 37.7 percent of the vote. In 

second place with 19.1 percent was Ukraine’s First Deputy Prime Minister, Oleksandr Turchynov, of 

the Bloc of Yulia Tymoshenko (BYuT), followed by the former-heavy weight boxing champion 

Vitaly Klitschko, with 17.9 percent of the vote. 

   Mr Chernovetsky faired less well in the 

City Council Elections where his bloc 

polled 30.45 percent of the vote, com-

pared to 22.79 percent for BYuT and 

10.61 percent for the Klitschko bloc. 

   Although Mr Chernovetsky did not win 

an outright majority, he should have little 

difficulty in forming a slender majority in 

the 120-seat Kyiv City Council, provided 

he forms a coalition with the Lytvyn bloc 

and centrist youth group HAK. 

   The return of Mr Chernovetsky, to what is regarded as Ukraine’s fourth most prestigious political 

post, is a blow to the democratic forces. Both BYuT and the pro-presidential Our Ukraine –  

People’s Self-Defence bloc pushed through the snap mayoral election in a bid to remove the 

scandal-plagued mayor. 

   Charges levied against Mr Chernovetsky covered corruption, encroachments on the  

Constitution, and non-fulfilment of Ukraine’s laws and acts issued by the president and  

government. Since taking office the mayor has been dogged by persistent allegations of  

corruption, drug abuse and the misuse of his powers, and in particular the unfair expropriation of 

property and the illegal sale of parcels of city land.  

   His sternest critics even suggested reopening an investigation 

into a serious road traffic accident in 2003, in which a car driven 

by Mr Chernovetsky killed a pedestrian outside of Kyiv. Strangely, 

no charges were brought against him. 

Why did Kyivites vote for such a controversial figure?  

   The spectacular nature of Mr Chernovetsky’s victory is perhaps 

best explained by a number of factors. 

   Firstly, Mr Chernovetsky’s trump card was to appeal to  

pensioners, the poor and city workers for whom he increased 

payouts.  

   Blanket advertising trumpeted his record in boosting pensions 

and civil service wages with promises of more increases. Such 

was the effectiveness of this strategy in its appeal to pensioners 

that a humorous anti-Chernovetsky campaign ran with the  

slogan, “Hide grandmother’s passport, don’t let her vote.” 

   Secondly, his campaign breached election rules by monopolising city-run media outlets to  

brazenly promote his candidature. Metro-TV screens were widely used and municipal  

newspapers ran glowing accounts of his achievements while smearing his opponents. 

Deciphering the Kyiv Mayoral Election Results 

 

    Leonid Chernovetsky, re-
gained the post of mayor of 
Kyiv despite persistent allega-
tions of corruption and misuse of 
his powers. 
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   According to the Kyiv Post: “Chernovetsky campaigners were distributing the Verchirniy Kyiv 

newspaper the day before Election Day, in flagrant violation of election laws, and openly  

encouraged readers to endorse Chernovetsky.” 

   Thirdly, there were widespread allegations of vote buying. It is well known that the  

Chernovetsky team had been preparing for an election for two years and during that time it is 

believed to have amassed a considerable war chest. 

   Experts estimate that mayoral candidates spent in excess of $200 million on electioneering, 

making it the most expensive city election in Ukraine’s history. Officially election campaigns are 

capped at $100,000 – a paltry figure that should in future be revised. 

   Fourthly, and perhaps most 

importantly, the lack of a  

single candidate put forward 

by the Orange coalition split 

the democratic vote. With a 

ballot sheet a metre long, 

containing 70 candidates, the 

electorate had every right to 

be bamboozled. Conse-

quently, voting was dispersed 

and fractured. 

   According to the independent political analyst Ihor Zhdanov, the democratic forces would 

have done better if they had overcome their divisions and fielded a single candidate. “If people 

had been able to overcome their ambitions, then they would have had a victory and the mayor 

of Kyiv would be a representative of the democratic forces,” he said. 

   Oleksandr Turchynov put on a brave face and said, “I am sad that Kyiv has lost the opportunity 

for a reforming council that would benefit all of its citizens. We fought a fair campaign and did 

not stoop to the level of some of our opponents. We behaved honourably and responsibly and 

now, in accordance with democratic principles, we must accept the results no matter how  

unpalatable they may be.” 

   In the same week that the election results were posted, Kyiv Post ran a story on the Quality of 

Life report released last month by the New York-based Mercer Human Resources Consulting. The  

report ranked Kyiv the 26th dirtiest city in the world out of 215 surveyed. Ranked behind Port  

Harcourt, Nigeria, the city was slammed for its “insufficient garbage disposal system.”  

   It looks like the new city council has its work cut out for it. 

 

French President Nicolas Sarkozy, following his meeting with Polish President Lech Kaczynski,  

proposed closer ties between the European Union (EU) and Ukraine. The president’s statement, 

which falls short of an endorsement for full EU membership, calls for a deeper relationship that 

signifies not only a thawing of France’s position towards eastern-European aspirants but a new 

vision for Ukraine in Europe. 

 

    Oleksandr Turchynov said that BYuT ran a fair campaign and  
behaved honourably.  

 

France Wants Ukraine Closer to EU 



   In the second half of this year France takes over the EU’s rotating presidency and indicated 

that it will use its extra clout to bring Ukraine closer to Europe. 

   "As head of the European Council I will want to propose an  

ambitious partnership for Ukraine," said Mr Sarkozy at a joint press 

conference with the Polish president. Poland is an enthusiastic  

supporter of Ukraine’s ambitions towards NATO and eventual EU 

membership. 

   Mr Sarkozy made his feelings clear about Ukraine’s direction. "When 

we are in Kiev, we are in a European city," he said. 

   Ukraine’s new ambassador to the EU, Andri Veselovsky, talked of 

France’s “new vision” for Ukraine in Europe. "This vision of Ukraine's 

place in Europe is new, it is a clear difference and a new step in the 

understanding of a common European home in French political  

circles," he said. 

   “This is a most pleasing and welcomed development,” said Hryhoriy 

Nemyria, Deputy Prime Minister responsible for European integration. 

“Whilst we do not anticipate any bold steps before the new Lisbon Treaty is ratified, this  

announcement is indicative of a positive policy shift by France to Ukraine.” 

   Ukraine’s prime minister, Yulia Tymoshenko, has a warm relationship with Mr Sarkozy, who in the 

past has expressed his backing for her reforms. 

 

 Questions or comments? E-mail us at nlysova@beauty.net.ua 
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    French president Nicolas 
Sarkozy plans to use his EU 
presidency to forge a 
deeper relationship be-
tween Ukraine and the EU. 

 

Pi
ct

ur
e

: M
ED

EF
 w

w
w

.fl
ic

kr
.c

o
m

 


